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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS — 
ESTIMATES HEARINGS 

Statement 
HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [5.34 pm]: I would like to respond 
to some comments made by the Leader of the House, which I found quite insulting. If the Leader of the House 
wanted to stand to make some comments about what Hon Nick Goiran had said and wanted to respond to some 
comments that I had made with regard to estimates, she could have done so in a professional manner. Instead, she 
chose a cheap shot that once again got personal and was demeaning to members of the opposition. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Will you just be quiet? 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon PETER COLLIER: You are so annoying! 
The PRESIDENT: Order, members! The Leader of the Opposition has the call and I ask that you listen to him 
in silence. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Thank you, Madam President. I had hardly opened my mouth and the minister starts 
screeching. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: You have just talked about members getting personal. I regard that type of comment as being 
personal and inappropriate as well. I will say now that around this chamber over recent times, a number of members 
have slipped into making what I regard as quite derogatory comments. I will start to pick members up on that on 
a regular basis. It is not appropriate. Please continue. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Thanks, Madam President. I take on board what you have just said. 
The Leader of the House started her comments by making derogatory comments about some issues that the 
opposition apparently has had over the last few weeks. Can I assure the Leader of the House that we have had no 
issues. If the Leader of the House wants to make such comments, she needs to look in the mirror sometimes. 
Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Excuse me; I have the call. 
As far as the comments made by the Leader of the House, the Liberal Party—and I hope the Labor Party would be 
the same—will not be driven to change its leader based on a media outlet. Do not forget that this is the same media 
outlet that put a pot on the head of the Leader of the House and said “water crisis” about six months ago when she 
had some issues with lead in the schools. That is the professionalism we are talking about. 
Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Excuse me; I have the call. I did not open my mouth when you spoke. 
Hon Sue Ellery: Yes, you did. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: No, I did not. 
With that in mind, Madam President, can I suggest that when the Leader of the House wants to make these sorts 
of comments, if they are going to be constructive, that she gets her facts right. 
I want to make a couple of points. First of all, we are talking about the standards of this place and I have stood on 
my feet on no less than a dozen times talking about this. Members opposite seem to have this ethos that they can 
rule by decree. I will mention this again: it started on day one when, on perception alone, it appeared that the 
numbers in the house were 18–all, and the Leader of the House did all that she possibly could to get one of our 
guys to take on the presidency. 
Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: This is important, Madam President. 
Hon Sue Ellery: Did I even speak to him? 
Hon PETER COLLIER: This is a member’s statement; I can say whatever I like. 
The Leader of the House wanted to completely control the agenda. That convention was broken before we even 
started. Another convention that the Leader of the House broke was with regard to pairs. The Leader of the House 
can shake her head all she likes, but she cancelled pairs; on a vote, she cancelled pairs. It is unheard of. It is not 
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done. Pairs are not cancelled. If a party does not think it can win by putting the vote to the house, it is tough; it 
does not cancel pairs. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: People have cancelled pairs in numerous Parliaments. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: That shows the minister’s complete lack of understanding of the conventions of this 
place. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Madam President, you do not cancel pairs. We have — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! I am going to remind you that pairs were cancelled at one point for a period of almost 
seven months by a former Leader of the House, Norman Moore. You obviously do not know that, so I will just 
provide that. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I am well aware of that and if you want to go into the reasons for that, Madam President, 
I do not mind going into them either. As I said, it is not convention and the issue we had was nothing of that kind. 
The reason the Leader of the House cancelled pairs was that she thought she was going to lose a vote. That is 
a completely different circumstance from the circumstance you are referring to. 
With regard to the other standards we have in this place and the transparency of this government, I will remind 
members yet again that this government has issues when Hon Nick Goiran raises issues that he has. We have had 
one consultant’s report from this government in the 18 months it has been in power. We have had two ministerial 
travel reports. 
Hon Sue Ellery: What does that have to do with it? 
Hon PETER COLLIER: It has everything to do with it. 
The government is now six months behind in presenting those reports. It took me 12 questions to get a response 
about government members double-dipping on cars. It took me 12 questions and letters to both Presiding Officers. 
In terms of the trip to China by the Premier and half of Perth, again, it took me half a dozen questions, because 
I was shunted from pillar to post. A pattern is emerging from this government. This is a government of evasion 
and complete contempt for this Parliament. I mean this. This government’s contempt for this Parliament 
commenced before it even started, and it continues. So when Hon Nick Goiran stands in this place to make a point 
like that, it is a valid point. It is not a one-off. A litany of these issues is continuing to arise. That in itself is bad 
enough. However, when the Leader of the House comes into this chamber and makes these quite juvenile jibes at 
the opposition, she needs to remember that, yes, being in opposition is not particularly pleasant. I have been there 
before. I actually quite enjoyed it, because I had a field day in education in those days when the then minister 
messed it up. However, with regard to getting information, that is irrelevant. 
I turn now to the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations. I say to the Leader of the House that 
the issue that I raised was with regard to the changing format of the estimates hearings. The estimates committee 
itself acknowledged that the format had changed. That was my point. I said some very complimentary things about 
the chair of the estimates committee, for whom I have great respect, and the committee itself. That was not my 
issue. The format had changed last year, and it was much more flexible this year. 
What I will finish off with, if we are going to go down that path, is that, yes, members opposite are in government. 
They are so cock-a-hoop about it that they have been fixated on us. However, they have now had one shot across 
their bow, and that is Darling Range. I will keep reminding members opposite of this. A 9.3 per cent swing after 
18 months in office is extraordinary. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: You make that comment — 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I am not taking the minister’s interjections. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I am not taking your interjections! 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon PETER COLLIER: A 9.3 per cent swing is a shot across the government’s bow to say that the public of 
Western Australia is already getting tired of this government. The contempt that this government shows not just 
to the opposition but also for the Parliament is resonating in the community. That is exactly what we went out into 
the electorate with—that the government is not listening. It is the same in this place. For as long as this government 
continues to treat us with contempt, we will reciprocate. 
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